Analysis of 240 consecutive vaginal swabs using the compatibility profile technique revealed that only 2 bacteria have the ability to be a sole isolate and as such a candidate to be a major aerobic regulator of the bacterial flora of the female genital tract (BFFGT). Compatibility profiles of Lactobacillus and Gardnerella vaginalis have shown that these organisms shared compatibility profiling for the majority of the normal bacterial constituents of the female genital tract. Dominance disruption appears to come from the addition of compatible co-isolates and presumed loss of numerical superiority. These phenomena appear to be the keys to reregulation of BFFGT. Lactobacillus appears to be the major regulator of both G. vaginalis 
he female genital tract microbiology is postulated to be a tightly orchestrated, dynamic system which follows defined patterns of regulation. 1,z Most vaginal cultures have 3-6 bacteria. 3, 4 Only a minority of cultures have a single bacterium. When group B Streptococcus (GBS) is present in high numbers (>107/cfu/g of vaginal fluid), the concomitant bacterial flora tends to be simplified (M0nif, unpublished data). When present in the vaginal flora at <106/cfu/g of vaginal fluid, co-isolation of multiple bacteria with numerical superiority by one or more of these co-isolates can be demonstrated. Perception of a high degree of governance has been obscured by the various combinations of bacterial combinations which can flnction within the limits imposed by a given microbiological environment.
Our perception of bacterial dominance emanates from studies with the GBS which implied that some form of bacterial interference selectively functions governance of that particular organism, s The composition of each bacterial vaginal flora appears to be tightly regulated until there is an alteration of the microbiological environment or one or more of the governing members of the microbiological flora is removed. 1, 7 When antibiotics are administered, a regulatory interrelationship is disrupted which creates a void into which existing microbial organisms can expand to governance or new microbial organisms can move into the void and potentially alter the quantitative interrelationship of those bacteria present.
Bacterial studies of the bacterial flora of the fe- 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Specimen Handling
All specimens received over a 6 month period were cultured for aerobic and anaerobic bacteria and Candida species. These specimens were received primarily from ambulatory care clinics (Table 1 ). Lactobacilli produce lactic acid, HzOz, and other antimicrobial metabolics which in vitro inhibit other bacteria. 6, 7, 9 The role of hydrogen peroxide production by the lactobacilli isolates was not addressed in this study. Hydrogen peroxide producing lactobacilli were identified as being present in 90% of women with no vaginal symptomatology. 9 Four percent of cultures contained Lactobacillus species that did not produce hydrogen peroxide. 9 Since only lactobacillis which grow on both aerobic and anaerobic media were identified as lactobacilli, it can be presumed that these represent primarily hydrogen peroxide producing isolates. In the experience of Eschenbach et al., 9 the majority of nonhydrogen peroxide producing lactobacilli grew anaerobically. Klebanoff 
